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rom April 14th to September 2151, 1863 Private Van
Buren Oldham of Company G, 9th Tennessee
Volunteers, served as a Confederate infantryman in the
Army ofTennessee.
During those five
months he was one
of many soldiers
that helped build
the defenses about
Chattanooga,
marched with Gen.
Braxton Bragg to
confront the Federal Army in southeast Tennessee and
fought the bloody
Battle of Chickamauga. Private
Oldham arrived in
Chattanooga as a
parolee from a
Union prison camp and would leave as a wounded
combatant attempting to recapture the city. His story
represents the daily struggles and tribulations ofa common
soldier caught up in a seemingly endless conflict that
embroiled a divided nation.
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Not much is known of Van Buren Oldham before or
concluding the Civil War. What is known has been found
in census records and transcriptions from family bibles.
Private Oldham was born Martin Van Buren Oldham on
November 28, 1840 to Isaac and Rutha N. (Cherry)
Oldham. His father died five years after his birth and his
mother never remarried. At age ten he was placed under
the guardianship of his uncle Jeremiah Cherry. Just prior
to the Civil War, Van Buren resided and worked on his
uncle's farm in Sandy Branch, Tennessee, near what is
now the town of Latham in Weakley County.
In early May of 1861 , Van Buren enlisted with a local
militia group called the "Old Hickory Blues" along with
other men from Weakley County. The "Blues" would join
the Confederate Army as Company G of the 9th Tennessee
Infantry at Camp Beauregard near Jackson, Tennessee on
May 22, 1861 . Soon afterwards Van Buren 's regiment was
ordered to Union City for instruction and training. By early
fall, the 9th Tennessee was stationed near New Madrid,
Missouri and later across the Mississippi at Columbus,
Kentucky. It was at Columbus that he saw first hand the
war that would consume his life for the next three years.
It was from the bluffs of Columbus that Van Buren
observed the Federal attack of Belmont, Missouri and the
Confederate counter attack that would drive Union forces
back. Though his regiment did not participate in the battle
it would be one of many conflicts he would encounter in
the upcoming years.
The regiment was sent into winter encampment following
the Battle ofBelmont and remained in southwest Kentucky
until the last week of March when they were relocated to
Corinth, Mississippi. On April 6th the 9th Tennessee was
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ordered into combat for the first time as it took part in
gallant charge upon the Union lines at Pittsburg Landing.
Private Oldham's diaries do not mention him being
involved in the conflict and there is some evidence that
he may have been on leave when the Battle of Shiloh
commenced. Following the battle, Van Buren's regiment
traveled by rail to Mobile, Alabama then to Montgomery
and eventually to Chattanooga. The 9th Tennessee would
reach Chattanooga by late July and begin preparations for
the invasion of Kentucky under General Braxton Bragg.
On August 27th Bragg began to move his forces north into
Middle Tennessee. By early September the 9th Tennessee
had crossed into Kentucky and was marching towards the
Bluegrass Region of Kentucky. While at Glasgow, the
regiment learned of the attack at Munfordsville on the
14th • The next day the 9th would take part in the siege of
the Union outpost. By the morning of the 16th the siege
was over and the regiment again pressed northwards. By
the 20th most of Bragg's army had entered Bardstown, set
up camp, and remained there until October 5th when he
moved his troops towards Harrodsburg. Two days later a
divided Confederate army met a segment of General Don
Carlos Buell's army near Perryville.
The night before the battle Van Buren's regiment was
camped near Harrodsburg but was called to arms during
the early morning hours of the 8th • The entire regiment
was quickly marched to Perryville where they prepared
to meet a Federal force under the recently promoted
General Philip H. Sheridan. After several hours of
preparing and shifting lines for battle, the 9th Tennessee
advanced toward a hilltop outpost where Federal artillery
and infantry were strongly positioned. At the day's end,
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32 had been listed as being killed, 114 wounded and 8
missing. Ofthe many wounded was Private Oldham, who
was struck in the head with a shell fragment. In the initial
pages of his diary, Van Buren describes what happened to
him following the battle.
"Being wounded at the Battle of Perryville, Kentucky, I
was consequently taken prisoner at Harrodsburg,
Kentucky in the hospital three days after the battle, 11th
October. I remained in the hospital about five weeks then
removed to a private house in the country where I stayed
at Mr. [William FJ Bohan s until the 5th ofJanuary. "
On the evening of January 5 th he and other Confederate
prisoners were assembled and placed upon wagons for
Lexington. Van Buren arrived in the city the next day but
remained only until the following morning when he
boarded a railcar for Louisville. Upon his arrival in
Louisville he was directly sent to Camp Dent, a temporary
encampment for political prisoners. He remained there
for ten days before being transferred to Camp Douglas in
Illinois. Van Buren reached Camp Douglas on the 27th
after a long journey by steamboat and train. The lengthy
voyage took its toll upon his health as he contracted
typhoid fever soon after entering the prison barracks. For
two weeks he teetered on the brink of death before the
fever finally broke. By the end of February he had fully
recuperated but had fallen into a deep depression that left
him feeling frequently unwell. A month in a cold and
overcrowded barrack would pass before he would be
exchanged and returned south. He left Camp Douglas on
March 31 st heading first to Pittsburgh then to Baltimore
and finally by schooner to City Point, Virginia. On the
night ofApril 12th he had reached Bristol where he boarded
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another train to Knoxville en route to his final destination
of Chattanooga. His diary begins on April 14th •
Tuesday, April 14
Reached Knoxville during the night. This morning drew
rations and moved off for Chattanooga. Our locomotive
exploded her boiler delaying us some time before we could
get another. Will reach Chattanooga some time in the night.
Wednesday, April 15
Experienced some of the soldier's life on reaching
Chattanooga. It rained all night and we were forced to
take it. Reached a camping ground, drew rations, tents
and clothes and are now pretty comfortable.
Thursday, April 16
After the absence of six months, I have reached the point
where I started into Kentucky before being wounded and
made a prisoner. I visited my old camping ground. The
boys have been ordered to clean up and get clear of lice.
Friday, April 17
Well knowing that I have more clothes than I could carry
during the summer. I have left with Mr. Gillespie* 1
overcoat, 1 vest, and 2 shirts. It is thought we will remain
here sometime on account of small pox.
*Private John M Gillespie ofCompany F 35th Tennessee
Mounted Infantry.
Saturday, April 18
Procured the loan of tubs, kettle and etc. near the foot of
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Look Out Mountain. Washed all my clothes that were dirty.
Another squad of ex-prisoners and I are being sent to their
commands.
Sunday, April 19
This is a beautiful Sabbath which brought to my mind
recollections of humility. Though I do not desire to enter
another battle, I feel it is my duty. I desire to be sent out to
my command. A pleasant shower of rain this evening.
Monday, April 20
All of my mess have gone to wash today leaving me with
one other to cook dinner. One of my mess, belonging to
[Colonel A. K.] Blythe's Battalion, ran away this morning
to go to the command. A great many are running off daily.
Some going home.

Mess was a term that defined an individual within a squad
One or two soldiers within the squad were assigned to
cook for the rest when no company or regimental cooks
were present.
Tuesday, April 21
James Hagg* and myself went a fishing today on the creek
but caught no fish. The clouds threaten rain and one tent
is bad, so I dread the night.
* Private James Hagg of Company G 9th Tennessee

Infantry.
Wednesday, April 22
Woke up this morning to find it had been raining on me
all night. The day has been a rainy one. I visited one of
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the hovels in the suburbs today to see what kind of people
dwell there. My convictions were realized.
Thursday, April 23
These mornings are damp and cold but Old Sol dries away
the dews rendering the days pleasant. I wrote my captain
today to send me my descriptive role. I need money for
our tents repair. I called to check the small pox.

A descriptive roll served as a monthly military record of
active duty that includedperiods oftime served in prison.
This record was most commonlyfilled out by the company
commander and sent to regimental headquarters to issue
pay to the soldier.
Friday, April 24
A requisition for drawing clothing and more cooking
utensils was made today indicating we will stay here
sometime. Some ofthe boys that ran off to their command
have been brought back.
Saturday, April 25
Some clothing for us is here ready for issue. I went fishing
again today but the same ill luck. It is talked that we are to
be put on some duty here until the small pox entirely
disappears.
Sunday, April 26

I drew 1 pair of pants today and two pair drawers. The
pants will cost me $12, the drawers a $1.80. I went to the
river and washed myself good. I am going to put on cotton
clothes and send my tom ones to Gillespie to keep for
me.
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Monday, April 27
More exchanged prisoners arrived this morning, and
having the small pox among them, have gone into camp.
[General Braxton] Bragg passed through the city yesterday
en route for Atlanta to visit his family.
Tuesday, April 28
Had a rainy night and cloudy morning but a beautiful
invigorating evening. I learned that it is probable we will
leave soon for our command. Acting accordingly, I carried
the remainder of my woolen clothes to Gillespie.
Wednesday, April 29
How I am glad to get a letter through to Kentucky is an
injustice that has occupied my mind during the day and
every day. Did I not promise her I would make some
arrangements to send her letters. I know that she wishes
to hear from me.
The lady Van Buren speaks of is assumed to be Anna
(George Ann) Van Arsdale, the eighteen-year old niece of
John Wesley Van Arsda/e, a neighbor ofWilliam F Bohan
ofHarrodsburg where Van Buren resided and recuperated
prior to being sent to prison.
Thursday, April 30
In my descriptive roll for which I wrote Captain [Junius
L.] Hall* has come and I am preparing to draw four months
pay. Some men left today going into Kentucky. Why did I
not know and send a letter.

*Captain Junius L. Hall of Company F 9th Tennessee
Infantry.
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Friday, May I
I have felt somewhat unwell today having acted very
imprudently and taken cold. Orders were received this
evening from Adjutant General to the effect that we were
all exchanged. We elected temporary officers this evening
but I do not think we will remain here long.
Saturday, May 2
Moved our camp 3 miles from the city today as if we
were going to stay here some time. Still of the opinion we
will leave soon. Received a letter from old mess mate
Bob Davis* at Shelbyville, all the boys he says are well.
* Private J. R. Davis ofCompany G 9th Tennessee Infantry.
He was wounded and captured at the Battle ofPerryville.

Sunday, May 3
Our camps are lonely situated and today has been an
uncommonly lonesome day. Toward evening Mr.
Cooksey* and myself went to the country and had taken
supper with Mrs. Moore for 50 cents each.
*Assumed to be Private Marshall E. Cooksey ofCompany
B ofthe 4th Tennessee Cavalry.

Monday, May 4

It rained very hard last night inundating the whole camp.
I was rushed out of my bed and went out to a widow
woman's house and slept most of the night. Six hundred
(600) Yankees who venture to Rome, Georgia were
captured by [General Nathan Bedford] Forrest.
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Federal cavalry raiders under Colonel Abel D. Streight
surrendered to Forrest on May 3rd at Cedar Bluff, Alabama
and thus ended "Streight's Raid". Forrest would capture
about 400 of Colonel Streight 's troops.

Tuesday, May 5
The news of Forrest's victory is confirmed. I went out
with some others and bought a peacock for our breakfast
in the morning. Paroled ex-prisoners will be going to their
commands tomorrow. We will go in a day or two.
Wednesday, May 6
The prisoners did not go off as anticipated. Some will go
tomorrow. I have been thinking seriously of going to the
country today. The atmosphere is very cold for the season.
I have been chilled the whole day.
Thursday, May 7
[General William Joseph] Hardee's men went off today.
[General Lucius Eugene] Polk's will go tomorrow. A battle
has been fought in Virginia. The particulars are not yet
known but sufficient information is known to satisfy us
the rebels are victorious. Stonewall Jackson lost left arm.
Private Oldham writes of the Battle ofChancellorsville,
Virginia that was fought from May 1st to May 4th. General
Thomas J "Stonewall" Jackson was badly wounded in
the left arm on the evening ofthe 4th.

Friday, May 8
I started from Chattanooga early this morning and reached
my regiment after night without much difficulty. I found
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two of my messmates missing. James Mitchell* died at
Knoxville and G. Boyd returned but has been relieved.
*Private J T Mitchell of Company G 9th Tennessee
Infantry.

Saturday, May 9
Jim Julian* was the only man killed in my old company
at Murfreesboro. I find considerable change in the right.
[Colonel Charles S.] Hurt whom I wished to see is absent
sick and (Colonel George C.] Porter of the 6th Tennessee
Infantry is in command.
*Private L. J Julian ofCompany G 9th Tennessee Infantry.

Sunday, May 10
The regiment after being in the chill was then to get on
finely. I went on to Chattanooga for the "Daily Rebel",
that I must read. I find the regiments marching proud.
Several professions of religion has been made and prayer
meetings are held each night.

The "Daily Rebel " was a pro-Confederate newspaper
published in Chattanooga and later Marietta, Georgia
from 1862 to 1864.
Monday, May 11
The regiment went out in review today. I did not go. In
the fight in Virginia we captured over 6,000 prisoners.
News has reached us that Stonewall Jackson is dead. If
so, this is an awful blow to the Confederacy.

General Jackson died on May 1(Jh ofpneumonia brought
upon by the wounds he received at Chancellorsville. The
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number ofUnion captured may have been closer to 5,000
rather the 6,000 mentioned by Private Oldham.

Tuesday, May 12
I went out in drill but was rather weary as my head since
wounded sometimes affects me. I hope the drills in warmer
weather will not hurt me. I found the company under
Captain [James I.] Hall* much better drilled than others.
*Captain James l Hall of Company C 9 th Tennessee
Infantry.

Wednesday, May 13
Drilled hard today as usual but I am getting better used to
it. "The Rebel" from which I subscribe to a few days ago
has not yet arrived. It is reported that [General] Kirby
Smith has defeated [General Nathaniel P.] Banks in
Louisiana. No particulars of engagement.
Several skirmishes occurred in Louisiana in early and
mid May but reports ofGeneral Kirby defeating General
Banks were false.

Thursday, May 14
Nothing new from Smith. We had no drill this morning
for some unknown cause. I paid $7.50 for one gallon of
whiskey this evening. It is the last I will purchase at that
price. Besides, I care nothing for it unless I see others
drink.
Friday, May 15
"The Rebel" came this morning. Nothing to dispel the
dull monotony of camp life, besides another day of hard
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drill. Our captain is very rigid and will depart for no
instance on a single iota from Army regulations.
Saturday, May 16
A battle has been fought in Mississippi. [General Uly$ses
S.] Grant is reported as having possession of Jackson. •!
am anxious to hear from this quarter. No military exercises
today. It being a day generally devoted to sweeping and
cleaning up.

General Joseph E. Johnston evacuates Jackson,
Mississippi as General Grant '.s- army approaches on May
14th.
Sunday, May 17
The news of Grant's possessing Jackson is confirmed. Our
man had to fall back before superior numbers. I feel some
anxiety about Vicksburg as the place is successfully
flanked. I hope for better news.
Monday, May 18
We have rumors again today that Jackson has been
evacuated by the Federals. Also that [General William
S.] Rosecrans is advancing on us here. Let him come. We
are anxious to see him in front of our rifle pits.

On May 15th Union troops burned most ofthe city, destroy
the railroad connections and departed eastward towards
Vicksburg. A skirmish near the vicinity of Bradyville,
Tennessee on May 17th may have led to the belief that
General Rosecrans was advancing southward.
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Tuesday, May 19
The news of yesterday is confirmed. The Yankees have
destroyed a large amount of property, both public and
private. I am hoping [General Joseph E.] Johnston and
(General John C.] Pemberton will not let them leave
without a fight.
Wednesday, May 20
Visited Shelbyville for the first time. It has but little
attraction for the soldiers though in time of peace I would
imagine it quite a pleasant retreat. I bought 1 pair of pants,
one pair of suspenders and one shirt for which I spent
$25.
Thursday, May 21
My feet have been sore and painful from the effects of
yesterday's drill and walk to town. In consequence of a
picnic not far distant, we had no battalion drill this evening.
Most of the field officers objected to this.
Friday, May 22
After company drill we packed up and moved our
encampment toward and near Shelbyville. All of our
blankets, etc. were hauled. The usual bustle and excitement
was attached upon such occasion.
Saturday, May 23
This day two years ago I was made a soldier. I now have
twelve more months of service until my time is up. We
have been cleaning up the new encampment. I also wrote
some letters.
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Sunday, May 24
Wrote a letter today to Miss A[nna] V[an Arsdale] of
Kentucky. Would to God I could receive one from her but
I have no hope until the accursed war is closed. I also
wrote home. Dispatched my letters by Mr. Haywood_.
Monday, May 25
No duty but a little sweeping of the grounds. Bishop
Ellroth of Georgia preached to us from the Colonel's
quarters. Captain B. [J.] Roberts* , who was wounded at
Perryville and went home from Harrodsburg, came in from
Weakley County.

*Captain B. J Roberts ofCompany A ofthe 31st Tennessee'
Infantry, known as the " Western Stars ", which was
recruited in the same county as the 9'h Tennessee.
Tuesday, May 26
Honorable [Clement L.] Vallandigham, from a city in of
the North and Democratic partisan opposing the war and
Lincoln's administration, has been banished and reached
our lines today. He is no Southern man and should be sent
back immediately.

Clement Vallandigham was arrested in Columbus, Ohio
on May 5th for disregarding General Order No. 38 which
forbid any expression ofsympathy for the enemy. He was
tried by a military court and sentenced to two years of
confinement in a military prison. President Lincoln
commuted Vallandigham s sentence to banishment to the
Confederacy on May 19th. He would enter the
Confederate lines at Murfreesboro on the 26th• Not trusted
in the South he was escorted out of the Confederacy in
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June ofI 863. He arrived in Canada in July and returned
to Ohio the following year.
Wednesday, May 27
I slept without a blanket last night and have taken much
cold and feel very bad. I have performed duties
notwithstanding. News from Vicksburg cheery but have
some fear for the safety of that place.
Thursday, May 28
Dispatches from Jackson, Mississippi say " we have
repelled the enemy in thirteen assaults" made on our works
at Vicksburg. I lost a cousin [Charles Cherry] in the Battle
of Chancellorsville, Vrrginia. I saw his name among the
list of killed of the14th Tennessee Regiment.

Two major assaults were made upon Vicksburg by the
Federal army both were thwarted and very costly. The
first was on May 19th inflicting around 1,000 Union
casualties and the other on May 22nd which left over 3,000
dead and wounded.
Friday, May 29
Received a letter from Lieutenant [John D.J Jenkins,
Company K informing me of the fall ofmy cousin Charles
Cherry at Chancellorsville. I have been on guard today.
Saturday, May 30
Notwithstanding the rain fell today. We moved our place
of encampment on the Murfreesboro Pike 2 miles from
Shelbyville. We keep crawling toward the front. Water is
plenty here.
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Sunday, May 31
Our new camping ground needs any for beauty. We have
occupied land which backs in from an inviting shade and
the green grass is full for an occupant to repose upon.
Water is not plentiful as thought for the springlets are
muddy.
·
Monday, June 1
Visited Shelbyville today to get some paper for the boys
to write home. I saw Monroe Landrum recently from
Weakley County, Tennessee and heard from him that my
folks were well.
Tuesday, June 2
Wrote a letter today to Mr. Bohon of Kentucky, also one
home and sent them by a lady going through the lines to
Weakley County, Tennessee. Am cooking two days rations
for our move.
Wednesday, June 3
Another day finds us after a march of ten or twelve miles
within a short distance of the enemy's outpost. The
cannons are booming on the right and left of us but I cannot
believe the move toward battle soon. Another day will tell.
Thursday, June 4
Marched a short distance this morning and formed. The
Yanks thought to flank us but we turned to the left too
fast for them. We came in sight and received a few shells
from them. Their cavalry killed two of our men. We have
moved and are now making a new retreat.
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Private Oldham is referring to a skirmish his regiment
participated in along Shelbyville Pike outside of
Murfreesboro.
Friday, June 5
We were cut off yesterday but happily the enemy did not
know it. This morning the left wing of the regiment was
shoved back as a rear guard and the troops marched back
to camp. The rain fell in torrents.
Saturday, June 6
Our object in going to the front I guess was to feel the fire
of the enemy. We have rested today after our march
yesterday through the rain. News from Vicksburg
represents our losses for the several engagements - 5,000,
enemy 30,000.

The numbers mentioned were exaggerated from the
engagements ofMay 19'h and 22nd•
Sunday, June 7
The day has been lonesome, notwithstanding, there is
someone at all times passing the pike. I have been reading
novels and tactics to pass off the time. The wife of one of
the company who recently came from West Tennessee has
been in camp.
Monday, June 8
Citizens moving in from the front report Rosecrans
advancing. We are ready to receive him. We are to move
encampment tomorrow again. Some companies have
moved today.
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Tuesday, June 9
We have occupied new camping grounds at the base of
Horse Mountain and convenient to the lines of
fortification. I now think our object in moving was to work
on these trenches. Much work will be required to clean
off our camp.
Wednesday, June 10
It has been raining the whole day and we have remained
in our tents. I like our situation very much. We have a
good well of water and are handy to forage in the country.

Thursday, June 11
Went to the country today after milk. Paid one dollar for a
very common dinner. It looks hard that a soldier getting
only 19 dollars per month has to pay $3 .50 per week for
milk and other comforts.
Friday, June 12
Saw a man shot today for desertion belonging to the
division. He appeared calm and self-possessed. Expressed
his willingness to die. He was said to have been a desperate
character. How severe is military law.
Saturday, June 13
The regiment was ordered out on fatigue today. Being on
guard yesterday I was excused from work. I hope the
fortifications may soon be completed and that we may
get to fight behind them. We have never done the like.
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Sunday, June 14
Went to the country again today and paid another dollar
for dinner. Dr. Palmer of New Orleans. Preached to the
brigade in the afternoon. General [Lucius Eugene] Polk
and a number of ladies are present.
Monday, June 15
It is hinted we are about to move soon. Had company
drill in the morning. At parade an order was read from
General [Benjamin F.] Cheatham to continue the
inspections on Sundays which our Christian officers have
been trying to change.
Tuesday, June 16
Delegated Lieutenant A. M. Boyd* to attend a convention
at Winchester to nominate candidates for Governor, etc.
He started today and is under orders to report to General
[George J.] Pillow. He has not been on duty for sometime
having been released at his own request.

*Lieutenant A. M Boyd of Company G 9th Tennessee
Infantry.
Wednesday, June 17
I have worked on fortifications today. The first work of
the kind I have done since we left Corinth, Mississippi.
General [Richard S.] Ewell has defeated the enemy at
Winchester, Virginia capturing a large number of
prisoners, stores, etc.
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Federalforces under General R. H Milroy were attacked
at Winchester on June 14th by two divisions of General
Ewell '.s Confederate corps. General Milroy ordered a
withdrawal during the early morning hours of the J51h_
Ewell anticipated the retreat and intercepted it. Nearly
4,000 Federals were captured, including 23 cannon, 300
wagons, a large quantity ofstores and over 300 horses.
Thursday, June 18
No particulars yet of Ewell's victory and no news from
Vicksburg. I am afraid this place has already fallen. We
have moved back to our camp ground on the Murfreesboro
Pike. It seems that we cannot rest in one place.
Friday, June 19
News from Port Hudson to the effect that Gardner had
made a sortie out of his entrenchments whipping Banks
and capturing several guns. We are cooking rations to carry
with us tomorrow to last indefinitely.

General Banks ordered an assault on the Confederate
stronghold ofPort Hudson on June 14th butfailed to break
the rebel lines. General Banks would list over 1,800
casualties following the attack.
Saturday, June 20
We substituted chopping today for ditching and I was
unfortunate to cut a tree on my foot laming myself a while.
Scouts report an unusual stir in the enemy's camp. What
is Rosy up to now?
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Sunday, June 21
The day has appeared unusually long and dull. Some
citizen from Obion Creek called on the camp from that
County. Bill Montgomery*, who had been absent on
furlough from wounds received at Perryville, came in
today.
• Private William J Montgomery of Company G, 9th
Tennessee Infantry.
Monday, June 22
We have been at work cleaning up the camp today. In the
evening we had regimental inspection of arms. General
[Robert E.] Lee is in Maryland with his army and to win
he would carry the war into Africa and make the Yanks
quit its efforts.
Confederate troops began crossing the Potomac River into
Maryland on June 16th.
Tuesday, June 23
We were inspected again today by the Inspector General
for this army. Grant has assaulted our works at Vicksburg.
He has again been repulsed. If he takes the place it will
cost him more than its worth.
The siege of Vicksburg continued throughout the month
ofJune. On June 2(Jh, Union forces bombarded the city
continuously for six hours with no result.
Wednesday, June 24
It has been raining the whole day. We went out to work
but soon came back without doing much work. Who ever
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saw so much rain for this time of year. It now bids fair to
rain all night.
Thursday, June 25
There was fighting on our right yesterday and today. It
has been raining all day. It is rumored that Vicksburg has
fallen. I am going to a wedding in the country tonight as
soon as the roll is called. Several will go with me. All
without permission.

A skirmish occurred at Guys Gap north of Tullahoma,
Tennessee, which may have been the fighting heard by
Private Oldham.
Friday, June 26
Rosy is advancing and we were ordered to keep two days'
cooked rations in our packs. It seems our men were
involved in the fight in our right yesterday and the day
before. I went to the wedding last night and got my supper.

Skirmishing continued north ofTullahoma at Beech Grove,
Tennessee.
Saturday, June 27
Instead of fighting as some expected we are now retreating
from Shelbyville. The reversal of General [Alexander P.]
Stewart's Division on the right giving the enemy
possession of important roads has ·made this move
necessary. The roads are very muddy and we are limping
only a few miles east.

Union troops capture Manchester, Tennessee flanking
General Braggs army thus causing the Confederates to
reform lines closer to Tullahoma.
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Sunday, June 28
Reached Fayetteville today in the rain. We had no shelter
our tents were burned before leaving Shelbyville. We have
had a disagreeable time. Our cavalry fought the enemy at
Shelbyville behaving badly and losing their pieces of
artillery.
The skirmish Private Oldham mentioned occurred at north
ofShelbyville where 500 prisoners and 3 field pieces were
captured by Union troops.
Monday, June 29
We formed in line of battle this morning to await the
approach ofthe enemy who is said to be rapidly advancing.
We have no rifle ditches but there is a fort to our left.
Some reinforcements have come in. It has rained all day.
Tuesday, June 30
We have constructed temporary breastworks and are yet
awaiting the enemy, who has not made his appearance
out to skirmish with our cavalry. Every available man is
now out ready to fight. We want the enemy to come and
let us try him behind our works.
Wednesday, July I
Rosy instead of moving to attack moved to our right
causing us to evacuate at 11 o'clock at night. We burned
all our tents and unnecessary baggage. We are now
bivouacked near Allisonia Station on the road.
Federal troops occupied Tullahoma and General Bragg
continued to withdraw toward Chattanooga.
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Thursday, July 2
We marched today via Winchester to near this place. I
saw Mrs. Custer whom I used to know in Weakley County.
I did not recognize her but was told later who she was.
We are now on outpost at Cowan Station at the foot ofthe
mountains.
Friday, July 3
Coming up the mountain this morning, I noticed it was
not as steep as those we crossed it going into Wmchester.
We have traveled the most of the day in the woods. The
wagons are filling the roads. We are bivouacked on top of
the mountain.
Saturday, July 4
We came down the mountain this morning and after
marching about 15 miles crossed the Tennessee River at
the mouth of Battle Creek on pontoon bridges. Will rest
near the crossing until morning. We have suffered for
rations.
Sunday, July 5
We have moved up near Shellmound and we have cooked
rations. I know not whether we will stop here or go onto
Chattanooga. If we go on we should ride on the cars for
we were marched down hard. Many are barefoot.
Monday, July 6
We are going to Chattanooga. Although contrary to orders
I have marched out of ranks today on account of sore feet.
A large number of barefoot and sore foot cases were put
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off on the train last night. We are resting fifteen miles
from Chattanooga and near a railroad bridge.
Tuesday, July 7
After considerable hesitation it is believed we were
permitted to board the cars and ride the rest ofthe journey.
We are now camped within a short distance from our old
camping ground near Chattanooga.
Wednesday, July 8
Our march is made. We have suffered both from mud and
want of provisions. For my own part it would be
considerable and no less for the numbers of barefoot men
I see around me. One would suppose Jeff Thompson was
in command.

Jeff Thompson is assumed to be Merriwhether Jeff
Thompson, a partisan military leader from Missouri who
led a ragtagforce ofsoldiers known as the "Swamp Rats ".
Thompson would become renowned as the "Swamp fox
ofthe Confederacy" for his valiant fighting in Arkansas
and Missouri.
Thursday, July 9
Our loss on this march has been considerable commissary, quartermaster stores, some ordinance and
ordinance stores have burned but also several guns have
been lost. We have lost but a few men. There seems to be
no doubt that Vicksburg has fallen.
Friday, July 10
Vicksburg has surrendered with ten thousand men. Lee
has been fighting several days in Maryland. Men are being
45

sent off to the hospital sick from the effects of the march.
I am nearer barefoot than I have been since I could
recollect.

General Pemberton surrenders the City of Vicksburg on
July 4th to Federal troops under General Grant.
Saturday, July 11
Papers state Lee is falling back - we all heard as much.
We have moved 3 ½ miles northeast and near to where
the other brigade of the division is camped. I am sick and
having nothing but a blanket to protect me from the rain.

General Lee and the Army of Northern Virginia were
defeated at Gettysburg on the July 3rd and eventually
withdrew across the Potomac to Virginia on the 13th.
Sunday, July 12
A camp has not been selected. We are only bivouacked
around our guns. I have had the surgeon with me today,
but I feel better than I did last evening. I am anxious to
hear about Gen. Lee, if he has to fall back south of the
Potomac then look for squally times.
Monday, July 13
Grant is pressing our forces at Jackson, Mississippi.
Skirmishing going on and a fight daily is expected. A guard
has been sent to General Forrest command (nearby) to
reclaim those fellows who deserted us when reorganized
and consequently found out that the guard did not find
them.
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Tuesday, July 14
No decisive battle has been fought at Jackson. I fear
Johnson's forces is not sufficient to cope with Grant. I
have exercised very much today and have eaten hearty
notwithstanding I reported sick.
Wednesday, July 15
I have often heard it said, "give a soldier enough to eat
and he is satisfied". It is false for I have not seen the day
I was happy. I think of home and the loved ones there, of
the comforts I once enjoyed and more than all I think of
the distracted state of our country.
Thursday, July 16
My boots are gone and I am barefoot. I would purchase a
pair of shoes but three months wages would be required
and I must have something to eat today with my money.
A Kentucky refugee from conscript joined us today. He is
from West Kentucky.
Friday, July 17
Port Hudson has fallen. Charleston is threatened and Lee's
reported re-crossing the Potomac. From these reports many
are despondent. While I admit we have cause to be serious
I do not see that we should despair so long as we have an

army.
Port Hudson surrenders on July 8th as news of Vicksburg s
capitulation was confirmed. The siege of Charleston
Harbor, South Carolina began on July 1()lh as Federal
troops landed south of the city and began bombarding
the harbor s defenses the following day.
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Saturday, July 18
I borrowed a pair of shoes and visited the city today, which
I find the same in most respects as when we left it last
fall. I am sure it has not changed any in morals. An effort
was made today to bring in Milner and Brooks* who
deserted us at Corinth and are now with General Grant.
*Assumed to be Private George R. Milner and Lieutenant
P H Brooks ofCompany G 9'h Tennessee Infantry.

Sunday, July 19
I have been reading a work entitled "Raids and Romances
of Morgan and His Men". Jackson, Mississippi has been
abandoned by our troops and General Lee is on this side
of the Potomac. Really this is a time to try men's soul.
But we should rather use our energy and resolve never to
be conquered.

General Johnston outnumbered and outmaneuvered
evacuates Jackson, Mississippi to General Sherman s
troops on July 16th.
Monday, July 20
Jim Baugh* has been detached as wheelwright. I had
hoped to be called as a carpenter but was not needed. We
have cleaned off our camp. Now I am afraid we will have
to move soon to another one and lose our labor.
*Private James C. E. Baugh ofCompany G 9th Tennessee
Infantry.
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Tuesday, July 21
We had rain this morning. I went to the country and eat
breakfast and dinner. We have straightened out our lines
and stretched our blankets for tents so that we present
quite a military appearance. The socks feel quite hard when
in contact with my feet.
Wednesday, July 22
Morgan is in Ohio and Yankee papers report him in a
perilous ambition. I am afraid bis command will be
captured. I went to the city today and purchased me a pipe
and smoking tobacco. I think probably it will not cost me
so much as chewing tobacco, which I can hardly afford at
such prices as prudent.
General Morgan and 2,500 cavalrymen began their raid
into Kentucky, Indiana and Ohio on July 2nd. After twentyfour days ofraiding towns and villages in the Midwest he
and 364 ofhis men were captured at Salineville, Ohio on
July 26th•

Thursday, July 23
We have commenced to fortify again. For this purpose,
the regiment was called out today. I was excused on
account of being barefoot but went on guard duty. I don't
think the boys like the idea of working any more on
fortifications. They think they probably will have to
evacuate again.
Friday, July 24
Many persons are disposed to lose confidence in our ability
to longer contend with the North but I'm feeling that we
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will in the end come out triumphant. I am getting very
anxious to hear from home, aJso from Kentucky but see
no prospect of being gratified soon.
Saturday, July 25
We had a pleasant shower of rain today. There is a
considerable Methodist revival going on in General
Stewart's old brigade. They hold meetings until late every
night. Yankee papers report a considerable number of
Morgan's men captured in attempting to cross the Ohio
River.
Sunday, July 26
I went to the country today in company of Hilliard* and
taking dinner. General Forrest is leaving with his
command. I expect to hear from him soon in the rear of
General Rosecrans' army. Everything is quiet now.
* Private William Henry Hilliard of Company G 9th

Tennessee Infantry.
Monday, July 27
Some citizens have come to the regiment from West
Tennessee but not from near our home. I do wish that I
could hear from home and I think they treat me very bad
in not writing to me. I would give all I possess to see my
old mother and stay with her for a day or two.
Tuesday, July 28
I wrote a letter to my mother today intending to send it by
some man going from General Stewart's brigade. The
candidates for Congress have taken the stump. Last night
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I heard ex-General Henry Stuart Foote speak to General
Stewart's brigade. I'm sorry they have taken the stump.

Confederate Congressman Henry Stuart Foote of
Tennessee was a staunch opponent ofJefferson Davis s
administration. His endless activities to end the war
eventually led to his participation in the failed peace
conference at Hampton Roads in February of 1865.
Wednesday, July 29
We have moved our campgrounds to where I was last
encamped in the spring. I have been to see the two old
women who furnished a shelter from the rain once before.
I have been on a wild goose chase and am now some
distance from camp wanting supper.
Thursday, July 30
We went out to work this morning without breakfast and
without hope of dinner. Rations are scarce but I fear we
have hardly known what it is to suffer anything yet. Wmter
will tell us a tale of woe if it is as severe as commonly
believed.
Friday, July 31
We went sweeping today. Captain Gardner* of our old
company who is at present on detached service is here
today in obedience to an order for him to appear and
answer charges for incompetence. The court has no
authority to try him. I wish he were cashiered.

*Captain A. C. Gardner of Company G 9th Tennessee
Infantry.
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Saturday, August 1
We have a good bed of poles and willow - birches and
have a blanket stretched to protect us from the rain. If we
only had enough to eat, we can do well enough without
tents. No matter how hard it rains.
Sunday, August 2
A man supposed to be a robber or bushwhacker was found
near the camp this morning hanging from a tree. It is
thought some soldiers hanged him during the night. I went
a mile or two into the country this morning and bought
some milk.
Monday, August 3
I am getting tired of the life we are living here. We do not
get a sufficiency of rations and the country contains
nothing that the soldiers might buy. I hope something will
be done soon but have not the least idea what it will be.
Tuesday, August 4
We were visited by General Polk today who was taken
the occasion to compliment our regiment very highly. It
now seems a fact that Morgan and most of his men have
been captured. I am sorry. It will be so for the Yankees
when men of Kentucky will now cease to be coerced.
Wednesday, August 5
Sometime since a Mrs. P. Williams was arrested and found
in an army uniform and passing herself as Lieutenant
Buford. She was sent to the castle. No charges being
preferred against her. She was released and is now in
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Chattanooga with her uniform and still persists in being
known as Lieutenant Buford.
Thursday, August 6
Our rations are very short. We will get 1/3 lb. of bacon
per day and cornbread. General [George Earl] Maney is
commander (Cheatham leaving on the 4th) and Colonel
McMurray* of the 4 Consolidated Tennessee is
commander of the brigade. He has ordered the brigade
and company rolls to be called for Monday.
*Colonel James A. McMurray was of the 4th Tennessee
Infantry which later consolidated with 4th, 5th, 19th, 24th,
31st, and 33rd Tennessee Infantry.

Friday, August 7
Notwithstanding, the regiment has had nothing to eat but
com bread for more than two days. They have sent us to
work on fortifications. Being on guard yesterday and
barefoot, I was excused and managed to get a quart of
milk. I may endure.
Saturday, August 8
The regiment went to work again today. Although barefoot
I had to accompany them and I feel quite sick from the
effects of walking on the rocks. I saw at the depot some
prisoners captured at Union City and notwithstanding all
I had suffered in their hands. I could hardly sympathize
with the wretches.
Most likely these prisoners were men of the Fourth
Missouri Cavalry that were captured in Union City on
July 1(Jh by a detachment ofGeneral Forrest s troops.
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Sunday, August 9
I wrote a letter to Mr. Bohon of Kentucky and dispatched
it to General John Henry Winder at Richmond to be sent
out by flag of truce. Bill Gardner* deserted last night after
stealing seven hundred dollars from one ofthe regiments,
besides a handsome sum from the company.
*Assumed to be Private William H Gardner ofCompany
G 9th Tennessee Infantry.

Monday, August I 0
I have bought me some letter paper and intend to write
whether I have any correspondence or not. I have a boil
on my buttocks caused by itching from which I have been
suffering sometime. It is very painful and I am excused
from duty on account of.
Tuesday, August 11
Today I thought I was getting off again by being excused
from work on account of my boil but when I came to find
out all barefoot men were excused I have been writing
the whole of the day. I cannot tell at this moment what I
have written.
Wednesday, August 12
Excused again today from work. Managed to draw a pair
of shoes and I am not a liar if they didn't feel awkward to
my feet. I went to see my two old women who gave me
dinner. I shall never forget these old women. They have
been kind to me.
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Thursday, August 13
Worked on the ditches but I was excused from work. I
bought some whiskey and sending word to Captain Hall
that I would soon be back after roll call. I started with
Melton• on a spree. I am now at a house four miles from
camp and it is late.

• Private J T. Melton of Company G 9th Tennessee
Infantry.
Friday, August 14
I came in at a very late hour last night and felt really mean
this morning when I had to go to the Captain to get off
extra duty. I don' t think I shall go on another such
expedition soon. I have never served an extra duty. I hope
to send a letter home soon.
Saturday, August 15
We went to work earlier this morning than usual. I am
getting very tired of this work for I will know even if the
enemy comes on us we will not get to fight in ditches.
General Cheatham came to see us while at work and told
the boys that he indeed used the spade.
Sunday, August 16

It is a fine thing to have an acquaintance near camp. I
visit the old women with whom I became acquainted with
last spring. Very often they seldom fail to give me
something to eat. Bill Fields* and myself went to see them
today. Got and wrote some letters home.
• Private William R. Fields ofCompany G 9th Tennessee
Infantry.
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Monday, August 17
Men are regularly detailed to work now and I did not have
to go today. My purse is reduced to twenty-five cents and
what am I to do for money. I cannot tell if I despise the
low way of peddling among soldiers to get money. .I will
not do it.
Tuesday, August 18
I am in bad humor this evening but I hardly know for
what unless it be that I am hungry and can not get enough
to eat. I have just eaten a slice of bacon, the first meat of
the kind I have eaten in quite a number of days. It was
delicious I am sure.
Wednesday, August 19
Maxwell*, who has been acting commissary for the 31st
Tennessee for two years and had no commission,
skedaddled last night to keep from being conscripted. We
intended sending letters home by him. Captain
Summers** is to start for West Tennessee in detached
service and will carry my letters until he reaches Maxwell.
*Sergeant H C. Maxwell assigned to the field and staff
unit ofCompany A 31st Tennessee Infantry.
* *Captain George W Summers commissioned as Assistant
Commissary ofSubsistence for the 9th Tennessee Infantry.

Thursday, August 20
Worked again today. There seems to be considerable hurry
in erecting fortifications. The enemy is reported advancing
and many troops have been sent down to Bridgeport,
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Alabama. I do not believe that Rosecrans would be fool
enough to attack us here.

The Army of the Cumberland under General Rosecrans
came upon the Tennessee River west ofChattanooga on
the 2()1h and thus stimulated the need for immediate
construction offortifications.
Friday, August 21
This is a day set aside for fasting and prayer. At 10 a.m.
the Yankees appeared on the opposite bank of the river
and soon after commenced shelling the town from the
right. Some damage was done by their sharpshooters. We
have 3 days cooked rations.
Saturday, August 22
Firing continued this evening. Casualties yesterday - two
or three men killed and one woman, several men wounded.
We have worked on the fort. Everything is being made
ready to meet the Yankees and most all are of the opinion
that the fight is on hand.
Sunday, August 23
No shelling today but a continued bang of musketry has
been kept up between the pickets along the banks of the
river. Citizens since the first gun was fired have been busy
moving out of town. The woods and roadsides are lined
with crying women and dirty babies.
Monday, August 24
Another day finds our brigade on picket duty below the
city. All the brigade except our regiment is reserved and
our company is now in post at the foot of Lookout
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Mountain. We are calm at first but an old citizen whom
we permitted to cross reports no enemy for more than 2 ½
miles.
Tuesday, August 25
We were relieved this morning by some of [General
Thomas C.] Hindman's (General Jones M. Wither's)
division. I think we will move soon in some direction but
cannot believe that we will evacuate this place. All of our
troops have been withdrawn from Bridgeport and the
Yanks are there.
Wednesday, August 26
It is said today that when our company was picketing some
of the 25th Alabama were killed soon after relieving us.
If this is so we are fortunate men. We are doing nothing
today. Last night was cold and today has been chilly
enough for the season.
Thursday, August 27
The firing from across the river was renewed today and
replied to by our batteries. From an eminence near camp
could be seen the smoke from the guns. I have been
unusually lonesome and want for something exciting,
something to kill time.
Friday, August 28
Everything quite today. I have been useless again in the
absence of some ~ilitary exercise. If I only had books to
read I could pass the time more pleasantly. Some troops
have come in from General [Joseph E.] Johnston. I have
made out the company muster roll.
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Saturday, August 29
These cold nights and chilly days warn us the fall season
is at hand. Their shelling was renewed today. It was twelve
months ago we were encamped beyond the river where
the Yankees now are camped on our way into Kentucky. I
wish we could try that trip over again.
Sunday, August 30
I met my two old women today who expressed surprise at
my not seeing them often. I apologized by telling them
we had been busy. I wrote a letter to Lieutenant [John D.]
Jenkins of the Virginia Army. A detail has been made to
work at town tonight.
Monday, August 31
It is reported and believed that Knoxville has fallen. I hope
this is not so, for than we will be forced to leave this place.
Everything is quite today. The Yankee pickets and ours
converse with each other. Some of our boys are wearing
long faces.

Knoxville would fall to Federal troops under General
Burnside on September 2nd• With the capture ofKnoxville
the railroad between Chattanooga and the Corifederate
states to the east had been cut.
Tuesday, September 1
We have cooked three days rations and are ready to move
at a moments warning. I do not know what to do about
the clothes I have at Gillespie's. Ifwe are going to evacuate
I should carry them for such clothing cannot be had in the
winter but there are so many I cannot carry them.
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On April 17th Van Buren left 1 overcoat, 1 vest, and 2
shirts with Private John M Gillespie of Company F 35th
Tennessee Mounted infantry.
Wednesday, September 2
The 1st Tennessee went in the city yesterday and I do not
know for what other reason. We cooked rations unless it
was to be in readiness to support them. I went to a man's
cornfield and pillaged some com today the first time I
ever did the like. I was hungry.
Thursday, September 3
I wish this suspense was over for we cannot absent
ourselves from this regiment without reason. Several of
us have wove brush above for protection against the sun
and dew. The nights are so cold we have had to take down
our blanket for coverage.
Friday, September 4
Cooked 3 days rations and are picketing the river above
the city. The enemy pickets are on the opposite side. Each
party has orders not to shoot. The enemy move freely.
While I' m writing I am in plain view of quite a number of
Yanks. One of our boys has mentioned them in the middle
of the stream and saw their encampment.
Saturday, September 5
After being assured they may return three of our boys
crossed the river and spent several hours with the Yanks.
I went to the middle of the river to meet some of them but
they would not come. I would not cross cause I was not a
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' We are
good swimmer and it was contrary to orders.
relieved and at camp.
Sunday, September 6

It seems we men stand under a misconception of orders.
We have been ordered back and are now in front. Men
have been sent to camp and to cook three days rations.
Our boys still continue to visit Yanks but they are afraid
to come to our side of the river.
Monday, September 7
Last night we evacuated our pickets very quietly and
returned to camp. We found rations cooked and everything
in readiness for a march. I went to Gillespie's and brought
my clothes. Bill Finch is driving General Maney's Head
Quarter wagons and will haul them for me.
Tuesday, September 8
Last night I went to see my two old women who gave me
supper and some biscuits for my haversack. We have
evacuated Chattanooga, which felt like giving up all. I
feel unwell. Lose many men by desertion. They despair
when we retreat.

General Bragg ordered Chattanooga abandoned since
Federal troops had crossed the Tennessee River at
Bridgeport, Alabama on the 4th surrounding the city from
the North, West and South.
Wednesday, September 9
We are at Lee's Mills [Georgia] on the railroad where we
have cooked two days rations. The Yankees have crossed
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the mountains from Wells Valley and are in Chattanooga
Governor of Tennessee [Isham G.] Harris made a little
talk to our regiment. He says if we win the impending
battle Tennessee is ours if not she is almost lost to us.

General Rosecrans 'troops entered Chattanooga tha( day
and continued to press the Confederate Army South.
Thursday, September 10
There was considerable commotion among the troops
today but we have not moved yet. Our cavalry has gone
in the direction of Chattanooga. The enemy is reported
falling back with the design of massing his forces at
Chattanooga by crossing the mountains near that place.
Friday, September 11
General Cheatham let us know last night that it was the
design of our army to attack the enemy at two points today.
That we would make forced marches to prevent the enemy
from meeting his forces. We have marched all night and
are now near LaFayette [Georgia] cooking two days rations.

General Bragg ordered an attack on advancing Federal
troops in Northwest Georgia but the assault was never
made. Longstreet s troops began to arrive on the 17th of
September.
Saturday, September 12
The scene changes. We have marched back to Rock
Springs Church and formed in line to meet the enemy
who has come out from Chattanooga. The battle will
certainly open in the morning. Some prisoners are being
brought in and skirmishing is going on.
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Sunday, September 13
We have moved this morning toward the left and formed.
Soon moved again and have taken provisions in the rear
of General [Preston] Smith. General [Otho French]
Strahle's brigade went out and had been skirmishing to
bring on the attack. We started out but stopped. The
Yankees will not attack.
Monday, September 14
Instead of fighting as many had anticipated, we have
marched back to LaFayette. The enemy would not attack
and I do not suppose it was the design of our generals to
fight him in his position. The dust over the roads we have
traveled was very disagreeable. I have boils which are
very painful.
Tuesday, September 15
The boys, notwithstanding our retreat, are in fine spirits
and the woods been made to echo with their shouts. It is
said we are receiving reinforcements from Virginia. Late
last evening, I saw Mr. Cooksey ofMcLemore's Cavalry,
my old fellow prisoner.
The troops that Van Buren mentions were General James
C. Longstreet s corps that was sent from the Rapidan line
to assist Braggs command in Georgia.

Wednesday, September 16
The messes have been consolidated and the surplus
cooking utensils were turned over to our wagon for the
regiment which was understood to be used for
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reinforcements. We are ordered to keep two days cooked
rations in hand. It is thought we will move.
Thursday, September 17
We only cooked one days rations and are now marching
in the direction of Rock Springs. We marched off in soine
hurry and General Maney told us as that if we passed him
that we would get shot at this time before we came back.
Some of the boys were sent when we started back but we
came up.

General Bragg moved his Army of Tennessee across the
West Chickamauga Creek and thus began the campaign
that led to the Battle ofChickamauga.
Friday, September 18
We stopped near the spring last night. This morning we
moved up near an old inn and formed. Soon advancing
and shelling as we advanced. We are not far from Lee's
Mill where the Yankees are posted to prevent our crossing.
Saturday, September 19
Crossed the mountains without opposition. After double
quickening some distance we entered the fight in a charge.
Some halted and lay down when after firing. When after
firing several rounds I was wounded in the face. I thought
at first I was killed. I am now on my way to the hospital.
Sunday, September 20
Our brigade having no support fell back yesterday after I
was wounded. The fight was continued with much spirit
until after dark. My wound was from the fragment of a
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shell. The loss in my company is severe. I went on the
battlefield today while the fight was being renewed.

It is also interesting to note that of the 335 soldiers who
entered the battle 26 were killed and 168 were wounded.
The regiment :S 57. 9 % casualty rating is ranked twentyfirst in William Fox :S Regimental Losses in the American
Civil War for total casualties received by a single
Confederate regiment in a specific battle.
Monday, September 21
Last night the enemy was driven from the field. I have
walked to Ringgold [Georgia] and am in the cars to go to
a hospital. My cloths are all with the wagons and I am
afraid will be lost. The loss in my company was thirtyfive in all.

The defeated Army of the Cumberland retired to
Chattanooga in the evening hours of the 2I". Colonel
George C. Porter, who was in command of the 9 th
Tennessee that day, listed only 25 killed but the official
casualty list was never found in his report.
The next day Van Buren was placed in an overcrowded
hospital in Atlanta. On September 23 he was sent by rail
to another congested hospital in Montgomery, Alabama.
He would remain in Montgomery until the October 13th
when he decided it was best for his health to return to his
unit near Dalton. Being physically unable to return he was
brought first to a hospital in Atlanta then to another in
Newnan, Georgia. Van Buren was finally released on
December 4 th and reported back to his regiment, which
was in winter quarters near Dalton.

65

The 9th Tennessee would remain in winter quarters until
late April, when orders were once again received to dig
entrenchments and prepare for Union advances. By early
May the campaign for Atlanta had begun with a
determined Federal Army offensive. Union forces s~ck
fust at Resaca, than at New Hope Church and later- at
Kennesaw Mountain. Van Buren followed the
withdrawing army of General Johnston seeing action at
Resaca and Pickett's Mill, after which he became ill and
was relocated to a hospital in Atlanta. His symptoms
became worse and he was sent to Eufaula, Alabama on
June 13th to further recuperate. His bronchitis advanced
into walking pneumonia but by the end of June he had
recovered enough to return to his regiment stationed near
Marietta, Georgia Back with his regiment he was involved
in a few skirmishes in early July and served in reserve
during the Battles of Peachtree Creek and Atlanta. At the
Battle of Ezra Church on July 28th Van Buren wrote that
he "shot over a 100 rounds of cartridges" before his gun
"choked" and he had to borrow the rifle of a sick soldier.
He came out of the battle unscathed and remained in the
trenches west of Atlanta until the end of the month.
Private Van Buren Oldham's diary ends on the 151 of
August, the remaining pages having been lost to the ages.
The struggle to save Atlanta would continue for four more
weeks until the morning of September 2nd when Federal
troops entered the city after General Hood ordered its
evacuation the evening before. On October 17, 1864 the
war would come to an end for Private Oldham as he took
an Oath of Allegiance to the United States in Nashville.
What events led to his signing ofthe oath is only conjecture
but in all likelihood he was captured either at Utoy Creek
on August 6th or after Battle of Jonesboro on September
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1st • The years of frustration, hardship and defeat had finally
broken his spirit as it did an entire Southern nation a year
later.
His regiment would carry on and serve with distinction.
Before the year ended, they would march and fight in the
Battles of Franklin and Nashville. By early 1865, the ragtag remnants ofthe regiment were in North Carolina under
the command of General Joseph E. Johnston. On April 9,
1865, the 6th and 9th Tennessee were reorganized with
six other regiments to form the 1st Tennessee Consolidated
Infantry Regiment that served until May 1, 1865 when it
was paroled in Greensboro, North Carolina. Of the two
thousand men that were mustered into both the 6th and
9th Tennessee only around one hundred would be paroled
on that day.

Look for the continuwn of the diaries in our next journal:

"Have Gone to Atlanta. "
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Frederick Bernhard Hartmann
(1842 - 1927)
compiled by Margaret Anne Rogers

I

n 1848, a coalition of the German City States with the usual
conflicts of small wars and property disputes, Frederick, the
oldest Hartmann son in a village on the Swiss border,
immigrated to America to avoid local army conscription. He
arrived at the Port of New York at the age of 18 in 1860, only
to be draft~d into the Union Anny. An all-German regiment
was formed, and by September 1863 his unit was engaged at
the Battle of Chickamauga. The captured men were taken to
Dalton, Georgia where he wrote the following letter home to
his mother in Germany [Note: some parts are untranslatable].

Dalton, Georgia
October 2, 186[3]
In the prison cell I sit, thinking Mother dear, ofyou, and our
bright and happy home so far away, the tears fill my eyes,
spite ofall that I can do, tho I try to [ o aer], my comrades,
and be gay-[Stram ede}.
In the battle of[rvnt soe s bond], when their fierest charge
they made, and they swept us off, a hundred men or more,
but before we reached their lines, [untranslatable] we heard
the cry of victory o 'er and o 'er.
So, within the prison cell, we are waiting/or the day that
shall come to open wide the iron door.
And the hollow eye grows bright, and the poor hearts almost
gay, as we think ofseeing home and.friends once more.
From .. d. e.
FBHartmann
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